Focal heat stimulation for the determination of the minimum alveolar concentration of halothane in the rabbit.
A focal heat stimulus of 54.37 +/- 0.07 (SD) degrees C was applied for 30 s to the inner aspect of the pinna of the ear for the determination of the minimum alveolar concentration (MAC) of halothane in New Zealand White rabbits. The latency before head movement was measured electromanometrically. The MAC value was 1.05 +/- 0.09 (SD)%. Other physiological responses occurred inconsistently and could not be used as reliable end points for the determination of the MAC in the rabbit.